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HISTOHIC AMERICA BUILDINGS SURVEY    HABS No. VT-41 

DAVID PULSIFER INN 

Location:        On the north side of State Route 103, the second house 
east of the Rockingham Meetinghouse, Roekingham, 
Windham County, Vermont. 

Present Owners    Mr. and Mrs. Robert Avery Smith 
and Occupants:    Post Office Address: Bellows Falls, Vermont 

Present Use:     Antique shop and home 

Brief Statement   There are records of local town meetings held in 
of Significance:  this house in 1775. Local legend says that the 

town of Concord, Vermont, was planned in this house. 

PART I.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Original and subsequent owners: David Pulsifer, the original 
owner, did not return from the Revolution. The next owner 
was Jehiel Webb, c. 1775. 

B. Date of erection: About 1765. 

C. Notes on alterations and additions: The house has had few 
changes since it was built, and is being renovated by the 
present owner. 

D. Sources of information: Interview with the present owner, 
who has spent much time and effort getting information and 
renovating the house. 

Prepared by Dr. Frank J. Roos, Jr. 
University of Illinois, for 
National Park Service 
July 1959 

PART II.  ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement: 

1. Architectural character:  This structure is a typical and 
we11-preserved example of an early tavern. 

2. Condition of fabric: Excellent. 

B. Technical Description of Exterior: 

1. Layout:  Five-bay, two-and-a-half-story, rectangular 
building with attached sheds and barns. 

2. Foundations: Field stone. 
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3. Wall construction: Timber frame building. Plates and 
beams in attic 9" x 15". Clapboard siding, some on the 
facade which is feathered may be original. 

4. Chimneys: Large, central, brick chimney with three 
openings on the ground floor, two on the second floor. 
Barrel-vaulted foundation in cellar, outside dimensions, 
10! x 9-l/2!. Smoke room contained within chimney about 
81 x 8' x 71 high. 

5. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: Two leaf entrance door, each 
leaf three panel. Unusual doorway with board frame 
with moldings at the outside edge, which are probably 
original. Slight cornice over door. 

b. Windows: 12/l2-lxght double-hung windows. 

6. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: Gable roof, without ridge pole. 
Wood shingle covering. 

b. Cornice, eave: Boxed eave, cyma recta crown mould 
with plain board facia, returned at the corners. 

G. Technical Description of Interiors: 

1. Floor plans: Small interior hall. Stairway steep at rear 
against fireplace column similar to Capen House at Tops- 
field, Massachusetts. Room on each side of chimney 
column on each floor. Large room width of house at rear 
of chimney column with large fireplace, c. 71 wide, c. 3' 
deep. No mantel shelf over any fireplace opening. Prob- 
ably original paint on some paneling in large room. 

2. Stairways; Narrow, steep. Door to smoke room part way 
up stairs. 

3. Flooring: Pine, random width. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: All walls on the first floor 
around the chimney column have original paneling. Orig- 
inal stencil on three walls in southwest room, second 
floor, by Moses Eaton of Dublin, Nev/ Hampshire.  (Source 
of this information: Rhea M. Knittle, author, to owner.) 

5. Doorways and doors: Simple paneling. No moldings. 

6. Trim: Mostly original. Crisp moldings and panel chamfers. 

7. Hardware: Some restored. Original latches, southeast room. 
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8. Lighting: Electric. 

9. Heating: Central. 

D. Site: 

1. General setting and orientation: Building faces south 
in an open setting. 

2. Outbuildings: Shed and "barn not as early as house. 

3. Walks:    None. 

4-.    Landscaping:    Shade trees,   shrubs. 

Prepared by Dr. Frank J. Roos,  Jr. 
University of Illinois, for 
National Park Service 
July 1959 
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